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Medical Ethics
1. Should doctors treat their family member?
No, they shouldn’t treat their family members. The health of an individual is very much paramount to his or her survival on this planet; bad health means living a miserable and painful life in case there is no cure. Based on the importance that good health holds on an individual’s life, getting satisfactory medical assistance is usually equated to the doctor that one trusts. This is why many have family doctors that they can trust to handle their health perfectly. Trust in the medical world is something that usually hangs on a thread; a bad outcome may result in unforeseen problems. This is why, in many cases, the doctors are usually not supposed to treat their family member. If at all anything goes wrong, the physician-patient relationship will be effected, and this may even spill to the outside family or social relationship. Besides that, doctors are also humans, and they have emotional attachments; thus if anything goes wrong, they might feel a higher level of guilt compared to treating a random patient. A doctor treating a family member shouldn’t be allowed since it may exert some pressure or emotional investment that would cloud the doctor’s judgement and thus impede good clinical care (AMA CODE, 2020). The best role that the doctors can assume in such situations is to provide information on the illness and give referrals.
2. Should CPR be performed on an unconscious man with “do-not-resuscitate” tattooed across his chest?
As a physician or a medical practitioner, the paramount responsibility is usually to make sure that that they try as much as possible to make sure that a patient survives. They are expected to use all the knowledge and skill that they possess to bring relief to the patient’s medical problem. These responsibilities are the duties that the doctor owes to his patient, and a breach of them result in a cause of action for negligence that may, in turn, tarnish the doctor’s name and lead to dismissal from work or even be accused of manslaughter (Pandit & Pandit, 2019). Failing to administer a CPR on a patient that is unconscious and has a written tattoo on the “chest saying do-not-resuscitate” constitute an act of negligence. The man might not have been under the influence of something when making that decision to be tattooed, or he might have been convinced to do so by someone who never wished him good. A doctor's duty is to save lives; thus if someone is unconscious or not of sound mind and doesn’t want treatment, it is still within the doctor’s jurisdiction to offer medical care. Once the patient is conscious, then the doctor may seek to know why he never wanted help.
3. Should underage children be able to get vaccinated without parental consent?
A health care consent about administering of vaccination to underage children need to be given by someone with appropriate legal authority such as a guardian or a parent. A lot of controversies overshadow vaccinations for various reasons: religious, medical and even personal. Thus why a health care practitioner shouldn’t administer a vaccine without the consent of a parent. The parent knows the medical history of the child and some of the allergic reactions that might occur as a result of the vaccination. Thus, even the children are in school; it is the responsibility of the teachers to alert the parents before the vaccination is administered (Patryn & Jaroslaw, 2018). Besides that, it is very unethical for any health care practitioner to administer vaccination without having the consent of the parent. The code of conduct requires that due diligence that includes alerting the parents is done before the vaccine is given. In as much as the vaccination might be helpful, getting the consent of the parent is usually paramount. Obtaining the consent may save one from a lot of troubles in case anything goes wrong. For instance, giving a girl an HPV vaccine may be helpful but immoral and may, in turn, constitute a lot of troubles.
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